How to Share "Gotta Have Childcare”
on Social Media

In this social media toolkit, we've provided a variety of graphics and
videos that you can post on your own social media channels to help
spread the word that Virginia families "Gotta Have Childcare!"” To use this
toolkit, all you need to do is copy and paste the text below as a post in
your social media feeds. Feel free to add an anecdote to help personalize
your message.

You can simply use the post text below, or you can also download the
social media graphics in the toolkit and post them as a companion to the
text. It's up to you!
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When Virginia invests in early childhood care and education, the return on investment is clear.
#GottaHaveChildcare. Learn more ---> www.gottahavechildcare.org
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Estimated impact from
Virginia's FY23 $309M
Additional Investment in
Early Childhood Care
and Education

And 5,500 children
under the age of 5
lifted out of poverty.
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POST #2
Without action from Virginia policymakers, 35,600 children will

lose their seat in a quality early childhood education program. 35;600
#GottaHaveChildcare to ensure children are school ready. Children will

. . lose childcare.
More info ---> www.gottahavechildcare.org RS
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Unlike K-12 education, all eligible children are NOT guaranteed early childhood education
services, and for many families, the cost of quality early childhood education is the biggest
barrier to accessing care. Learn more ---> www.gottahavechildcare.org #GottaHaveChildcare
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Affordability of
Early Childhood

Education _e
In 2021, the annual median

household income in

Virginia was $80,615.
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On average,
annual tuition for
infant care is

$16,723
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When families have childcare:
More parents are in the workforce

Families have more disposable income
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On average,
annual tuition for
preschool care is

$13,744
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Businesses can accelerate their growth and productivity
There is an economic ripple effect

Without additional state investment early childhood
education, Virginia's economy will be impacted. More info
---> www.gottahavechildcare.org
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If @ two-child family
has one infant and one
preschooler, childcare
costs exceed $30,000
or 40% of the median
household income.
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$3. billien

in lost economic benefit
due to insufficient
childcare in Virginia.
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Early childhood education is the foundation for school readiness. Quality early
education enables children to maximize their potential. #GottaHaveChildcare for
today, tomorrow, and the future. Learn more ---> www.gottahavechildcare.org
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School Readiness Leads
to Long-Term Success

In 2022-23, 40% of Virginia's

kindergarteners did not
meet benchmarks at the
start of the school year.
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As early as 18
months, gaps in
children's vocabulary
can start to appear.
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By the time children are 3
and 4, their vocabulary,
attention, and general
knowledge are predictors
of third and fourth grade
reading comprehension.
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Third-grade reading
ability is one of the best
predictors of high school
graduation...And it all
starts with quality early
childhood education.
Source Virgina Depotment af Eucorion
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POST #6

#GottaHaveChildcare? Then ask your friends and family to GOTTA HAVE
share the message that Virginia children, families, employers, CHILDCARE?
and businesses need increased state investments in quality, ‘
affordable child care. Learn more --->

www.gottahavechildcare.org

POST #7

Affordability is a major barrier to accessing quality early child care. In nearly every
region of Virginia, it costs more to send one child to child care than to earn a bachelor’s

degree from a local public university. Swipe through to see how your region compares.
www.gottahavechildcare.org
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POST #8

There are significant workforce and economic implications when child care needs
aren't met. We asked business leaders why #GottaHaveChildCare. Swipe to read what
they said. www.gottahavechildcare.org

Business Leaders
Weigh In on
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“From the business community standpoint,
early childcare is important to workforce
development, economic development
really just the cohesion of the region. We
need early childcare optiens and we need
collaboration through early childcare
initiatives to really just help the business
community grow.”

- ERIC SICHAU
President and CEO, Roanoke
Regional Chamber of Commerce

TAHAVECHILDCARE.ORG
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"Getting kids into quality childcare,
getting them ready at kindergarten,
ready to succeed, ready to learn —
it's just such a critical thing for the
future of the commonwealth and for
the country.”

= MIKE CHINN
Partner, Endicott Capital

WWW.GOTTAHAVECHILDCARE.ORG
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“We need more than ever our kids to be
prepared and ready to learn when they
enter those school house doors, Early

childcare is really the bridge to making

- SCOTT BRABRAND
Executive Director, Virginia Association
of School Superintendents

GOTTAHAVECHILDCARE ORG
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“Across our country if every child had the
opportunity for high-quality childcare and
the opportunities it would then afford their
families - throughout their lives, not just
the lives of the children but for the mobility
of the family as well.”

WWW.GOTTAHAVECHILDCARE.ORG

nttanave CHILY CARE

“From @ workforce standpoint, childeare is
critical. It gives parents the al togoto
wark while their children are taken care o
There are a number of people - millio;

that have not reentered the workforce
because they don't have good childcare
options.”

- BRIAN ANDERSON
President and CEO, ChamberRVA

WWW.GOTTAHAVECHILDCARE.ORG

Ask any parent with young children about their experience with early childhood
education and you'll likely hear about costs, availability, the ability to work, benefits to
their children, and more. Swipe through to hear voices from Virginia parents about
#GottaHaveChildCare. www.gottahavechildcare.org
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Weigh In on
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“Employees want to work and
providing affordable and quality
child care allows parents like myself
and my wife to stay in the workforce
and provide for our community and
the state as a whole.”

= Nick, parent in Staunton
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“| was working a pretty decent job;
| wasn’t making minimum wage by
any means but to give you an idea |
was making about $50k yearly.
After childcare expenses, | was only
taking home about $400 a month.”

- Heather, parent in Fairfax
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"Child care is an opportunity for
children to develop and grow,
mentally, emotionally and
academically so that they're able
to transi into kindergarten and
school easily."”

- Toemashia, parent in Alexandria

gatta have CHILY CARE

“For the kids, this is no longer what
we could consider just ‘babysitting."
It's truly the foundation of their
educational development, which in
today's society is very important.”

- Kelcee, parent in Albemarle
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“We don't meet the criteria for lower
income, we're making enough to survive,
but not enough to afford the additional
expenses of childcare. This is forcing
families to go from thinking they'll have
a two-income household and forcing
them to be a one-income household.”

~ Charlotte, parent in Suffolk
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